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Statistics of the Duration of Unemployment 


The object of the present note is to illustrate the importance of statistical analysis 
of the duration of unemployment which, besides throwing light on the dynamics of 
unemployment, is a useful first step in investigating the type of unemployment affecting 
the economic system of a country. It reviews the available data on duration of unem- 
ployment and suggests a new type of index for comparing unemployment at different 
times and from country to country. 

It should be noted that the statistics of the duration of unemployment at present 
available do not reflect the actual period of unemployment between jobs but show the 
duration from the loss of the last job to the date at which the survey of the unemployed 
is taken. As used here, the “ duration of unemployment ” therefore means the number 
of days, weeks or months for which the unemployed person has been out of a job up to 
the date of the analysis. In the case of a person seeking a job for the first time, the 
period starts from the time he first begins actively to seek work (registration at an 
employment exchange or similar procedure). 

The countries which now provide statistics on unemployment classified by duration 
are : Belgium, Canada, Ceylon, Denmark, France, the Federal Republic of Germany, Great 
Britain, the Netherlands, Puerto Rico, Switzerland and the United States. In a number 
of other countries unemployment is too low to justify the work involved in such analysis. 
The sources are the same as those used for the current series of total numbers unemployed : 
employment exchange statistics, unemployment insurance statistics, labour force sample 
surveys, etc. The completeness of the data varies considerably according to the type 
of source and method of compilation. It should also be noted that the analysis by 
duration refers, with the exception of Canada, to the wholly unemployed only. 


1 The Sixth International Conference of Labour Statisticians (Montreal, 1947) adopted a resolution 
on international standards for unemployment statistics, recommending that analyses of the numbers 
unemployed, cross-classified by duration of unemployment and sex, should be made available from time 
to time in the more industrially developed countries. 

2See INTERNATIONAL LaBourR OrrFice, Studies and Reports, New Series, No. 20: Aclion Against 
Unemployment (Geneva, 1950), pp. 247-50; and for a more detailed analysis Studies and Reports, New 
Series, No. 7 (Part 1) : Employment, Unemployment and Labour Force Statistics (Geneva, 1948). 
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Data are shown in table I for the winter of 1949 and the summer of 1950, grouped so 
far as possible into standard classes of duration. In the sources figures are given in 
daily, weekly, and monthly classes of duration. 

In addition, the French Ministry of Labour has since April 1951 carried out a half. 
yearly classification of applications for work filed at employment exchanges according 
to the duration of registration. The results for April 1951 are as follows : 


Duration of registration Number Percentage 

of total 
Less than 1 month .... 36,104 24.9 
ey 37,948 26.2 
6 te 18,902 13.0 
12 months and over... . 23,578 16.2 


Since these figures may include employed persons looking for better jobs, they are 
not strictly comparable with those in table I, which relate only to wholly unemployed 
persons. 

Examination of table I shows that in the middle of 1950 the cases of unemployment 
exceeding three months in duration represented the following percentages of total unem- 
ployment : 


27 
Federal Republic of Germany . 65 


The wide differences in these figures suggest that quite different unempleyment 
situations exist in the various countries, and that those with the highest percentages 
were presumably experiencing chronic unemployment whereas unemployment in the 
countries with low percentage figures was mainly of the short-term variety (frictional, 
seasonal, etc.). 

Data on the percentage distribution according to duration of unemployment are 
collected monthly in Canada, Puerto Rico, and the United States ; quarterly in Great 
Britain and the Netherlands ; twice a year in Belgium, Ceylon, France and the Federal 
Republic of Germany ; and at irregular intervals in Denmark and Switzerland. Although 
monthly statistics would no doubt be desirable in all cases, even quarterly statistics 
can adequately reflect seasonal variations if they relate, for example, to February, May, 
August and November of each year. At this point it is worth considering the effect of 
seasonal fluctuations on the distribution of unemployment according to duration, since 
there are pronounced variations in the proportion of long-term and short-term unem- 
ployment at different seasons in many countries. 


1 No adjustments have been made to the original data for the purpose of presentation in table I except 
in the case of the United States, where the value corresponding to three months of unemployment has 
been found by curvilinear interpolation. 
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For example, in the Federal Republic of Germany, the total number of unemployej 
dropped from 1,980,182 to 1,350,699 between the end of February and the end of Auguy 
1950, a decrease of 32 per cent. But, while at the end of February 28.3 per cent. of tl 
total had been unemployed for more than six months and 10.6 per cent. for more tha 
12 months, these two percentages had risen by the end of August to 45.8 and 22) 
respectively. The drop in the total volume of unemployment failed to indicate , 
significant feature of the changed employment conditions, which showed up in the 
distribution of unemployment by duration. 


In general, when unemployment rises seasonally, the increase is in unemployment Con 
classified as short-term and the percentage of long-term unemployment is reduceif, 
even though its absolute level may not vary significantly. Thus, in the winter monthp, 
in the northern hemisphere, the percentage distribution of unemployment by duratio—§ Germs 
usually shows a relatively lower proportion of long-term unemployment. When (Fed. . 
instead, unemployment decreases because of seasonal factors, the proportion of shor. Belgiu 
term unemployment is reduced and long-term unemployment rises as a proportion off Nethe 
the total. In this case, which is common in spring and early summer in the northen§) ppite 
hemisphere, the percentage distribution by duration emphasises long-term unemployment, Great 


The “turnover ” among the unemployed may be related to total unemployment t 
obtain rates of new cases of unemployment and of terminations of unemployment. It may 


also be used, in the manner illustrated below, to calculate an index (“I”) expressing the Tipe 
ratio between (a) the numbers of unemployed at an initial date and still unemployed 
after a specified interval, and (6) the total labour force at the beginning of the period, ~ 
eee if— (a ) 
t denotes the number of unemployed at date t, 1950) t] 


Ubi denotes the number of persons in group U, still unemployed after a mA 


interval i, and 


Li, denotes the labour force at date 

then the over-all percentage of unemployment at date ¢ will be— han in 
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and the index “I” will be— 


x 100 


This index takes both the static and the dynamic aspects of the problem into account. 
It gives quantitative expression to the size of unemployment exceeding a specified dur§ 
tion. It may therefore be suggested as a tool in the analysis of unemployment trenés 
within a country for purposes of employment policy, particularly in indicating the degre 
of achievement of full-employment aims. It also provides a better basis of comparis0 
of the magnitude and severity of unemployment in the different countries. 

Table II gives values of index “I” for five countries assuming that the interval i w 
six months in 1950. With this interval, if total unemployment at the beginning of thi 
period were 3 per cent., and one-third of the unemployed remained out of work during thé 
whole half-year, “I” would be 1 percent. Any increase in unemployment during the interv! 
considered only affects the index indirectly in so far as the accession of new cases 
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unemployment influences the employment chances of those already unemployed. There- 


va fore, in comparing the levels of “I” in the table, it should be noted that the figures refer 


o a specific date, i.e., the beginning of the interval. 


TABLE II. VALUES OF INDEX “I” FOR FIVE COUNTRIES 


Initial Remain- 
M1950). — unemploy- ing unem- Ut+6 
ment ployment Ut 


(i) (Lt) (Ut) (Ut+6) Lt 
(1) (2) (3) (5) (6) 


| Germany 
(Fed. Rep.) | Feb.-Aug. 15,159,000 | 1,980,182 618,802 J 31.25, 4.08 


Belgium. . .| May-Nov. | 2,046,600 | 177,638 67,076 | 8.68 | 37.76| 3.28 
Netherlands .| May-Nov. 3,800,000 76,057 11,666 | 2.00|15.34| 0.31 
United States} June-Dec. | 64,866,000 | 3,384,000 | 194,000 | 5.22| 5.73| 0.30 
Great Britain] June-Dec. | 22,366,000 | 268,896 60,556 | 1.20| 22.52| 0.27 


Note. Calculations may be made using different values of i. The figure for the total labour force ( Ly) need 
not refer exactly to date ¢; in practice the figure for a near date can be used as a close approximation. 


It can be seen from table II : 

(a) the level of total unemployment (column 4) was higher in Germany (February 
1950) than in Belgium (May 1950) ; 

(b) in Belgium a higher proportion of the unemployed at the initial date (May 1950) 
ailed to obtain work in the following six months than in Germany (column 5) ; 


(c) persons unemployed at the initial date and not eliminated during the following 
six months (column 6) formed a higher percentage of the total labour force in Germany 
han in Belgium. 

It can also be seen that unemployed persons still unemployed after an interval of 
ix months (i.e., until November or December 1950) constituted 15.3 and 22.5 per cent. 
espectively of all persons unemployed at the initial date (May or June 1950) in the 
‘etherlands and Great Britain, as compared with 5.7 per cent. in the United States. 
lowever, total unemployment was relatively very low in Great Britain and the Nether- 
ands and the poorer absorption rate, compared with the United States, is most probably 
2 reflection of the existence in these two countries of a “ hard core” of unemployed 
persons for whom it is difficult to find suitable employment and who constitute a relatively 
mportant fraction of the total unemployed. Nevertheless, in all three cases—Great 


ortion of the total labour force. The low values of “I” for these three countries are in 
uarked contrast to the high values of the index for Belgium and Germany. 
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SYMBOLS AND TYPES EMPLOYED 


e = inapplicable or figures not available. 

«-. = not yet received. 

* = provisional, 

r = revised since previous issue. 

A line placed between two figures in a column indicates that the figures above and 


below it are not strictly comparable or that a new series begins below the line (see 
footnotes). 


Italics : index numbers based on another year than 1948, 
The countries are arranged by continents in the alphabetical order of their English names. 


19 


19 


— 
| 
| 
P 
I 
II 
IIL, 
IV. 
, Rai 


% % 
1937 4510 406 000 1 9.11 
1946 ‘ 5 390 143 000 3.0 96 760 5 
1947 253 10 266 98 000 2.0 68 254 3.0 
1948 280 12173 103 000 2.1 88 909 3.6 
1949 245 15 138 137 000 2.7 135 624 5.4 
1950 244 16 282 168 000 3.3 190 643°2 6.02 
1951 192 10 190 107 500 2.1 148 218*2 4.92F 
1951: June 195 10 075" 83 000 1.6 86 523 2.8 
July 445 ° 83 889 2.7 
Aug. 201 9 093 77 000 14 80 871 2.6 
Sep. 177 9 368 ° 83 140 2.7 
167 9 253 . 99 797 3.2 
Nov. 125 9 740 100 000 1.9 153 651 4.8 
Dec. 120 10 137 ° 247 1342| 7.82 
| 1952: Jan. 143 10 734 “ 318 5372) 10.0 2 
| eb. 137 10 952 316 4092| 9.92 
Mar. 181 11375 212 000 4.1 316 4002/ 10.02 
Apr 170* 11 942 218 8002 bes 
ay . 13 243 143 7002 
June 
Persons cov. 
(thousands) . ° 5 284 (1951) 3 051 (VI-1951) 
America (concl.) ASIA 
Date United States Chile | Puerto Rico _— of | Ceylon! India Israel 4 
I (B) I V(A)| V(A)) V(A) | V@) 
% % 
1937 7 700 000 1) 14.31) 2315 > 
1946 2 270 000 8.9 | 3 433 80 0005 12.05 ° 29 182 ° 1870 
1947 2 142 000 3.6 | 3 700 76 000 | 11.0 || 3 116®| 32 995 > 2772 
1948 2 064 000 3.4 | 3 203 71 000 | 10.3 ||} 2614 | 53513} 224900/| 13207 
1949 3 395 000 5.5 | 3 445 79 000 | 11.3 844 | 68 358; 293043 | 6351 
1950 3 142 000 5.0 | 2937 | 114000 | 14.8 || 1 856" | 68 471/| 814.336 5 908 
1951 1 879 000 3.0 | 2562 ees 8 966" | 56 845 | 338 402 | 6 336 
1951: June 1 980 000 3.1 | 2644 | 103 000 | 13.1 || 4 008*| 54 999 | 330 369 5765 
July 1 856 000 2.9 | 2484 oes || 3979*|54510| 343 780| 5 597 
Aug. 1 578 000 2.5 | 2417 4 179*| 54458; 358814 5615 
Sep. 1 606 000 2.5 | 2450 é || 4 150*| 53 621 354136 | 5 384 
Oct. 1 616 000 2.5 | 2556 oes eee 4 255'| 53 858 | 331192 | 6037 
Nov. 1 828 000 2.9 | 2463 pee || 4665") 54 327 7 369 
| Dec 1 674 000 2.7 | 2711 || 5 190*| 52 707 | 328719 | 9 682 
1952: Jan. 2 054 000 3.3 | 3 698 ell || 5 127*| 53 321656 6 396 
Feb. 2 086 000 84/6111 pes elk 5 165°| 53 493 | 325 626 6 129 
Mar. 1 804 000 2.9 | 4590 os .-- || 5 087"! 52 122| 341420); 6 508 
Apr. 1 612 000 2.6 oe bee 360 190 one 
May 1 602 000 2.6 ° 366 595 
June 1 818 000 2.8 in 
Persons cov. 
(thousands) 62 867 (1951) . 770 (1950) . . . . 
I. Labour force sample surveys. V. Employment office statistics. 
II, Compulsory unemployment insurance statistics. V(A) Applicants for work registered. 
III. Unemployment relief statistics. V(B) Unemployed registered. 
IV. _ Trade union returns. 
1 Official estimate. 2 Incl. claimants for supplementary benefits. 1947-1949 


Rangoon exchange only. ‘Daily average during the month. ®* Mar.-Dec. 6 June-Dec. 
? Jan.-Mar., July-Dec. 
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Unemployment 
AFRICA AMERICA 
Date South Union of 
Rhodesia | South Africa Canada 
| 
| 
| 


UNEMPLOYMENT (cont. ) 


Asta (concl.) 
Japan Pakistan Austria 
I (A) | Vv II 
% % % 
1937 295 4432 | 3.72 320 961 125 9293/| 13.8 
a 1946 1590 3184 | 5.44 ° 74 105 ° 67 292 4.5 
1947 3700008 | 1.15 1 737 1.7 67 3.5 
242 000 0.7 77 983 43 409 2.3 129 203 6.4 
1949 378 000 1.0 70 996 91 238 4.6 234 896 11.7 
1950 436 000 1.2 96 439 124 850 6.2 223 537 10.9 
1951 386 000 1.1 103 913 116 243 5.7 206 520 9.8 
1951: June 340 000 0.9 96 251 79 613 3.9 190 698 9.1 
uly 390 000 1.0 100 180 73 114 3.6 200 189 9.6 
Aug. 350 000 0.9 113 690 69 392 3.4 199 190 9.5 
ks Sep 310 000 0.8 116 008 66 970 3.3 193 528 9.2 
= Oct. 470 000 1.2 114 847 70 743 3.4 197 135 9.4 
Nov. 460 000 1.2 118 638 91 677 4.4 213 245 10.2 
Dec. 420 000 1.2 116 486 151 031 7.4 278 105 10.3 
1952: Jan 490 000 1.5 113 887 196 375 9.7 304 579 14.5 
Feb 490 000 1.4 110 935 214 114 10.6 307 341 14.7 
Mar. as aah 114 188 189 052 9.3 261 394 12.5 
Apr és 112 853 147 000* oe 253 368" | 12.1 
111 446 124 000* 
Persons cov. ~ 
(thousands) 36 600 (1951) . 2039 (1951) | 2095 (VI-1951) 


Europe (cont.) 
Date Denmark Finland France Germany (Fed. Rep.) 
6 Vv (B) III | VA) Vv (B)? 
% % 
1937 95 630 21.7 36958 | 354554 3879 994 
1946 51 636 8.9 15 663 56 633 ° ° 
1947 51 998 8.9 oo 7 389 45 777 588 050 ® . 
1948 51 644 8.7 8 473 16 737 77 803 591 532 4.2 
1949 59 041 9.6 25 683 39 748 131 062 1 229 711 8.3 
1950 54 829 8.7 19 194 52 355 152 891 1 579 766 10.2 
1951 63 024 9.7 5 622 40 297 120 128 1 432 323 9.0 
1951: June 26 017 4.0 — 38 813 104 593 1 325 747 8.3 ] 
July 35 936 5.5 a 32 989 90 802 1 292 058 ° 
Aug. 38 569 5.9 oo 31 140 90 675 1 259 311 . 
Sep. 38 593 6.0 45 28 577 93 158 1 234 979 7.7 
Oct. 44 357 6.8 174 27 341 101 768 1 213 936 . 
Nov. 75 049 11.5 1 392 30 250 112 400 1 306 596 
Dec. 137 302 21.0 3 580 33 038 116 416 1 653 553 10.2 
1952: Jan. 182 113 20.2 7981 37 875 132 033 1 825 407 1 
Feb. 104 522 16.0 10 368 41 158 140 076 1 892 884 . 
Mar. 106 872 16.3 12 224 41 635 135 140 1 579 646 9.8 
Apr. 602557 | 9.3" 8 273 39 456 127 395 1 441 938° ° 
May 58 0038 8.9 2514 37 912 120 540 1311 961 ° 
June 50 895*)} 7.8* on 36 103 110 506 1 239 956 
Persons cov. 
(thousands) 650 (1951) ° ° ° 15 989 (1951) 


For an explanation of the Roman numerals used in this table, see p. 43. 


1 Prior to 1947, applicants for work registered. 2 Official estimate. Voluntary 
unemployment insurance statistics. “Census of 26 Apr. 5 Oct. 6 Trade union fund re 
returns of unemployed members. 7 Figures prior to Sep. 1948 included all unemployed co 


persons available for work under Order No. 3 of the Allied Control Authority, whether 
actually seeking work or not. ‘Applicants for work registered. % Mar.-Dec. 


5 


1952: Jan. 
Feb. 

r. 


June 


59 726 1 000 
55 623 1 620 000 
61 203 1 742 000 1 
60 606 1 672 708 
53 415 1 614 940 
50 453 1 721 087 
37 286 1 696 076 
36 355 1 679 910 
37 192 1 670 

1 667 644 
41 296 1 694 143 
58 821 1 753 251 
59 459 1 871 100 
73 037 2 015 543 
74 845 2 047 650 
70 093 1 993 840 
70 275 1 869 766 
63 913 
35 031 


Persons cov. 
(thousands) 


419 (1951) 


Europe (cont.) 


Saar 
2 
% % 
1937 298813] . 20 064 F 67351 108 
1946 122467) 204 2387 ‘ - | 178165 275545 3.25 
1947 85144} 124 1799 . - | 188771 24 446 2.8 
1948 9 026 1.3 1494 | 66406 2.5% 117020 25 747 2.8 
1949 7715 | 1.0 1586 | 6070/ 2.2 | 160056 | 26116 2.7 
1950 8972 | ... 2049 | 6843 | 22] 166182 | 22124 2.2 
1951 11 132 . 22161| 4270/ 1.5 | 144238 18 238 1.8 
1951: June $515 alt 2172*|3707/ 1.8 | 134935 11894 | Ll 
July 2478 2222*/ 3899 | 1.8 | 126 797 14740 14 
Aug. 3 482 2204*| 1.4 128949 11934 | 1.1 
Sep. 4617 2231" | 3883/| 1.3 | 126306 9650 | 09 
Oct. 6313 2289 | 3875 | 1.3 | 125 109 9670 | 09 
Nov. 10 099 2333| 3761 | 1.38 | 126058 13453 | 14 
Dec 15 046 2410*| 3951 | 116943 37090 | 3.8 
1952: Jan. 7 2362 | 4611| .5| 116 467 24 582 2.6 
Feb. 17 016 we 2396 | 4766| .6| 120551 27045 | 2.6 
Mar. 17 434 2438 | 3854/ 1.38 | 117557 24023 | 2.6 
Apr. 13 168 2502 | 3572/ 112556 18 412*| 18° 
May 7484 | .. 3 480 | 1. 
Persons cov. 


registered. 


1 Average of nine months. 
4 Excl. Finnmark and evacuated communes in 
6 June-Dec. 


covers unions of agricultural workers. 


For an explanation of the Roman numerals used in this table, see p. 43. 


2 Labour registration statistics. 
Troms. 


3 Applicants for work 


5 Since 1946 also 


45 
UNEMPLOYMENT (cont. ) 
Europe (cont.) 
Date Ireland | Italy | Luxembourg | Netherlands 
Il | Vv (B) Vv (B) 
1937 2 81 760 874000 | 18 368 904 
1946 85 067 21 88 742 
1947 83 266 50 45 889 
1948 35 129 17 42 422 
1949 84 906 20 62 335 
1950 80 347 38 79 071 
1951 30 406 92 778 
1951: June 25 510 13 60 980 
July 25 174 = 67 585 
Aug. 25 831 Le 78714 
Sep. 26 045 oa 78 529 
Oct. 28 170 = 93 252 
Nov. 34 312 ae 121 140 
Dec. 33 030 oe 153 809 
42 966 172 
43 821 Ss 172 716 
42 935 tet 152 459 
43 682 ce 136 216 
39 411 es 118 400* 
48 148 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
= 


UNEMPLOYMENT (concl.) 


Europe (concl.) 

% 
1% 
2.5 
1947 3 473 3422953 | 2.0 156 028 3 1.0 
1948 2971 325 818 1.5 8 555 
1949 8 059 328 426 1.6 9 571 = 
1950 9 599 832 057 1.6 
1951 3 798 264 103 1. 17 258 — 
1951: June 1191 206 686 1.0 7 838 = 
July 1 159 198 268 0.9 11 473 0.1 
Aug 1 237 215 852 1.0 11 850 0.1 
D. 1 226 651 1.1 13 998 = 
Oct 1 841 257 947 1.2 31 900 0.2 
Nov. 3 301 283 120 1.3 39 839 0.2 
‘Dee. 7 488 294 084 14 48 609 0.2 
1952: Jan. 15 643 354 837 1.7 71 069 0.3 
Feb 12 536 370 1.7 75 813 0.4 
1.7 115 686 0.5 
60 1.7 157 235 0.7 
17 158 686 0.7 


386 

92 

67 

92 

37 

38 

60 

uly 39 

Aug. 0.6 367 6 3.37 39 

Sep. 505 8 16 68 

Oct. 392 7974? 4.17 12 54 

Nov. 0.7 719 4.27 13 25 

Dec. . 2 067 7 098 F 3.77 14 29 

1952: Jan. e 2 635 7 800 4.1 10 36 

Feb. ve 2 852 7 800 4.1 5 29 

Mar 4 3 796 7 500 3.9 7 28 

Apr 4261 7 300 3.9 1 21 

May 5 245 7 150 3.8 4 53 

Persons cov. 861 

(thousands) || (1951) 192 (1951) 


For an explanation of the Roman numerals used in this table, see p. 43. 


1 Wholly unemployed. 2 Temporarily unemployed. 3 Excl. persons classified 
as unsuitable for ordinary employment. 4 July-Dec. Until June 1948 the statistics 
referred to persons insured under the Unemployment Insurance Acts. With the intro- 
duction in July 1948 of the National Insurance Acts, the coverage of the series has been 
extended to include all registered unemployed ; the percentages are based on the estimated 
total numbers of employees aged 15 years and over. 5 Unemployment benefit statistics. 
6 a pees eae 1947, annual estimates (June). 7 Persons in receipt of unemploy- 
ment benefit. 


195) 


1958 


195. 


195! 


46 
Cc 
Tow! 
lo 
( 
Date Australia | Hawaii | New Zealand 
Iv | 18 mu? | Vv (B) 
% % of 
towns. 
4 only. 


Country 


Town or no. of 
localities 


America (cont.) 


British West 
Indies 


Town or no, . Kingston St. 
of localities i Jamaica)| Vincent 


| Trinidad 


100 
104 
104 
105 
106 


1 Since Jan. 1952: 6 towns. Food prices collected in 64 towns; other items priced in 11-64 
towns. 3% Food prices collected in 56 towns; other items — in 34-55 towns. 4 Food up 


only. 5 Excl. misc. 6 1946-1950: averages of Mar., June, Sep. and Dec. 7 Incl. direct 
taxes. 8 1946-1950: July. 
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Consumer Price Indices 
AFRICA AMERICA 
Northern | Southern Union of United 
Algeria | Egypt | Rhodesia| Rhodesia | | South || Canada | States 
‘ Whole 
|) | Cairo 51 Tunis 9 11-642 | 34-563 
4 5 6 7 7 
1937 ‘ 65 65 60 
1946 4 102 91 91 45 91 80 81 
1947 ; 99 97 93 67 95 87 93 
1948 100 100 100 100 100 100 106 100 
1949 123 99 104 106 124 104 104 99 
1950 123 104 108 114 129 108 107 100 
1951 132 114 114 121 144 116 119 108 
1951: June |} 126 113 113 121 138 116 119 108 
July 129 113 114 121 138 117 121 108 
‘Aug. 131 114 115 123 143 116 122 108 
Sep. 134 114 115 123 150 117 122 109 
Oct. 142 115 116 124 154 116 123 109 
Nov. 146 116 116 125 154 117 123 110 
Dec. 148 117 116 125 157 121 123 110 
1952: Jan. 147 118 118 127 158 123 124 110 
Feb. 148 117 118 129 161 123 123 109 
Mar. ca 116 118 131 157 123 122 109 
Apr. 8 a 120 132 153 124 122 110 
May 120 131 153 120 110 
Country British 
Argen- i 
Santiago 
| 
1937 49 . : 22 
1946 78 77 80 89 70 87 : 63 
1947 88 91 98 98 83 93 : 85 
1948 100 100 100 100 100 100 ‘ 100 
1949 131 99 97 99 104 99 ‘ 119 
1950 165 105 96 103 109 103 ; 137 
1951 225 119 116 126 167 
1951: June 226 116 114 117 124 110 ' 161 
July 228 a 119 118 126 113 : 166 
‘Aug. 249 a 120 120 128 115 ; 175 
Sep. 244 125 122 132° 116 185 
Oct. 251 a 125 123 138 116 ‘ 189 
Nov. 252 a 126 123 137 117 ‘ 182 
Dec. 274 ee 126 126 139 118 ‘ 183 
1952 : Jan. 126 134 135 121 
Feb. ts at 127 136 138 121 a4 
Mar. 128 135 140 119 
Apr. 129 135 120 
ay 128 ew eve 124 


CONSUMER PRICE INDICES (cont.) 


America (cont.) 
Coun 
Colombia - Guatemala i Panama 
Town or no. ji Guatemala Panama ‘ 
of localities i City Curacao =s: 
1 
1952: Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
June 
America (concl.) 
Country 
Rico Uruguay Ceylon 
Tor 
Town or no of 
of localities i Colombo 
195) 
195% 
1] 
an Ind 
1 Excl. rent and misc. 2% Food group only. %Aug.-Dec. June. 5 Clerical and skilled workers. empleo; 
6 Food group only (incl. soap and coal). 7 New series, spliced by I.L.O. to old series. *® Sep.-Dec. conduc 
®Jan.-Sep. 1° New series. ® Malay 


1945-M 


cers. 


Dec. 


CONSUMER PRICE INDICES (cont.) 


Country 


Asta (cont.) 


Indonesia Iran 


Town or no. 


Country 


Asia (concl.) 


Philip- 


Malaya Pakistan pines 


Thailand 1° 


Town or no. 
of localities 


Kuala Lumpur Karachi | wanila 


8 | 9 gan) 


1 Index of the free-market retail seo of 19 foodstuffs, based on the consumption in 1932 of 


an Indonesian family with a month 
employees. 4 Up to Aug. 1951 incl. direct taxes. 
conducted in Aug. 1950 and Mar. 1951. 6 Aug.-Dec. 7 Incl. direct taxes. 
10 Clerical workers and civil servants. 11 Mar.-Dec. 
14 New index. 


® Malay labourers. 


1948-Mar. 1949, 


5 New series based on famil 


y income of fl. 25-50. 2 Food group only. 
budget enquiries 
8 Chinese labourers. 


12 Jan. 


49 
| 
India Israel Japan | Lebanon 
of localities ahed | Bombay | Delhi |Djakarta! 7 2 28 Beirut 3 
2 a 7 
1946 86 85 81 é 90 79 276 112 
1947 90 92 92 179 91 80 57 102 
1948 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
1949 102 101 100 97 109 103 138 94 
1950 106 103 100 113 89 95 128 87 
1951 107 109 107 189 93 be 151 94 
1951: June 112 111 109 173 93 101 148 93 
July lll 110 110 192 92 102 149 92 
Aug. 107 108 111 189 93 104 159 91 
Sep. 104 107 109 191 93 | 1005"| 158 93 
Oct. 105 110 109 212 94 103 155 95 
Nov. 106 110 111 216 96 105 156 95 
Dec. 104 109 109 224 96 107 163 96 
1952: Jan. 101 109 108 233 98 113 166 97 
Feb. 99 107 107 209 98 120 is 96 
Mar. 94 103 103 212 98 132 ue 96 
Apr. 108 114 110 204 103 * 144 id 96 
May 109 112 112 103 
Viet- 
1946 4 4 144} 86 4611 
1947 106 106 =| 100 | 74 
1948 100 é 4 1000S 100 
1949 94 100 12 10013 109 18 94 | 
1950 101 108 95 98 3 99 | 102 
1951 133 136 99 102 9 | 10 _ U6 
r 1951: June 133 136 99 104 101 112 | 116 
July 134 137 99 103 101 | #%410 | 416 
Aug. 136 138 99 102 100 | 109 118 , 
Sep. 137 138 99 102 100 =| 109 120 
Oct. 138 1389 101 107 98 | 108 120 
Nov. 139 140 101 106 96 107 123 
Dec. 139 142 101 107 9% | 106 | 4187 
1952: Jan. 141 143 101 111 | 130 
Feb. 141 143 101 108 9% ee 132 
Mar. 141 143 99 98 95 m4 135 
Apr. 140 139 98 99 94 | lbp 135 
May “aa ond ane see om one 
| 
13 Apr. 


CONSUMER PRICE INDICES (cont. ) 


Country 


Europe 


Austria 


Denmark 


Germany 


of localities 


Town or no. 


Vienna 


(Federal 
Republic) 


Europe (cont.) 


Iceland 


Ireland 


if Town or no. 
of localities 


Reykjavik 


1951 | 


1952 | 


1 Prior to 1950: 32 towns. 
50,000 inhabitants. 


6 Prior to 1949: 6 towns. 
8 From Aug. 1947, interim index, excl. misc., 
by I.L.0O. to old series. 


10 New series. 


11 Mar. 


2 Excl. rent. Incl. direct taxes. 


4July-Dec. 5 Towns of over 
7 Average calculated for a period of less than one year. 
= by I.L.O. to old series. 
-Dec. ; new series spliced by I.L.O. to old series. 


® New series, spliced 


‘ Weigh 
series, § 
other it 
priced i 


50 
— 
62 200 331 Pais | 
2 2 3 3 — of | 
1937 ; 26 59 12 4 62 —— 
1946 95 57 : 
1947 87 98 74 
1948 100 100 100 100 1004 
a 1949 123 97 101 102 100 99 
— . 1950 140 96 107 116 111 93 
al 1951 179 105 119 135 130 101 
1951: June 169 106 - 135 129 103 
all July 185 106 120 136 130 103 
Aug. 192 106 138 131 102 
Sep. 195 106 140 133 102 
; Oct. 201 107 121 137 136 104 
Nov. 200 107 137 140 104 
Dec. 203 107 , 136 143 105 
." 1952: Jan. 208 108 122 141 146 105 
Feb. 202 108 ‘ 140 149 106 
Mar. 202 107 ; 140 148 106 — 
Apr. 201 106 122 139 147 106 
May 203 105 145 107 
June 203 105 ids 105 
Country Luxem- Nether 
Athens rd 120 625 9 96 
1937 0.4 54 33 49 
| 1946 59 91 92 58 90 937 ae 
1947 71 94 94 97 
1948 100 100 100 100 Tor — 100 
1949 115 102 101 101 106 
1950 124 — = 102 100 110 109 
:1951 139 200 110 110 119 120 
1951: June 139 200 . 111 120 121 
July 137 202 ‘ 1ll 121 122 
Aug. 137 205 112 lll 121 121 1951 
Sep. 137 211 lll 121 121 
Oct. 142 214 “ lll 120 121 
Nov. 143 215 114 112 120 120 
Dec. 144 215 ; 112 120 119 
: 1952 : Jan. 146 218 . 111 120 119 
Feb. 148 221 115 113 121 120 
fe, Mar. 150 222 113 121 120 
Apr. 148 222 ‘ 114 120 120 1952 
May 148 222 116 120 
June 224 +4 121 


CONSUMER PRICE INDICES (conel.) 


Europe (cont.) 


Country 
Norway Spain 


Town or no. | 53 1 
of localities 


1952 : Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar, 
Apr. 
May 


June 


Europe (concl.) 


United 


Town or no. 
of localities 


1 Prior to 1950: 31 towns. *Food grouponly. * Weights based on family enquiries. 
‘Weights based on estimated gate consumption. 5 Prior to Mar. 1950: excl. misc. * New 
series, spliced by I.L.O. to old series. 7’ Since Aug. 1947: food prices collected in 200 towns, 
other items priced in 12-150 towns. Prior to 1947: food prices collected in 509 towns, other items 
priced in towns. *®Prior to 1949: 25 towns. * July-Dec., interim index. 


51 
y Switzer- 
Sweden | land 
Saar- 
95 34 
2 a 5 
1937 61 64 60 61 
1946 100 103 * ‘ 80 93 93 =| 
1947 101 104° ‘ 94 96 94 97 
1948 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
1949 100 103 * 109 105 102 102 99 
1950 105 104° 112 117 103 103 98 5 
1951 122 103° 137 128 118 119° 102 
? 124 101" 134 128 120 121 102 
a: oe 126 100* 134 127 122 103 
126 136 128 122 103 
oo 126 104° 141 128 123 124 104 
Oc. 126 104° 148 128 ; 125 104 
126 104° 153 128 126 105 
| Dee. 127 103 * 155 128 125 126 105 
129 100* 158 127 P 126 105 
130 100* 160 127 : 127 105 
130 101° 160 126 127 128 105 
131 100° 157 129 104 
131 97 153 a ; 130 105 
OcEANIA 
New 
Australia Fiji Hawaii Zealand 
P| Istanbul 200 7 30 Suva Honolulu 218 
1937 76 67 " 70 
= 1946 99 100 88 81 84 90 
1947 100 92 92 95 93 
1948 100 100 100 100 100 100 
1949 110 103 109 101 97 —_— on 
1950 104 106 120 103 95 107 
1951 103 115 146 112 101 119 
1951: June 101 116 : 100 
July 102 117 112 ; 
Aug. 101 118 150 ° ° 122 
Sep. 102 119 , 101 
Oct. 102 119 121 ; 
Nov. 104 119 158 125 
Dec. 106 120 : 102 
1952: Jan. 107 122 125 : 
Feb. 107 123 } 162 126 
Mar. 108 123 . 102 
Apr. 125 126 ° 
— May 125 J 
yer June ‘ 103 
iced 


t 
oy 
im 
(= 
rt ad 
on 
4 
4 
Le 


